
Our weekly community profile 


Haws on jaws: Yvonne Haws of Angelica gives her Haws’s backyard pool. The pool is a popular 
son Ryan, 12, a push on an inflatable shark in the gathering place during the summer. 

Railroad left Angelica behind 

Plans changed, so Shawano Co. town turned to farming 


By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

ANGELICA — The railroad changed 
its mind in 1877 and the course of history 
for this Shawano County community, 
residents say. 

It would be a busy village today, but 
the Milwaukee and Northern Railroad 
opted for a route through Pulaski. So An¬ 
gelica remains an unincorporated farm¬ 
ing community, short on growth but long 
on church suppers, helping hands and 
friendly people. 
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Berndt in 1976, says the community 
"sprung up in the forest" in 1872. Located 
about 21 miles from Green Bay, it grew 
around logging. When the timber was 
gone, residents turned to farming. 

Farming prevails today. The few busi¬ 
nesses five taverns, a floral shop, a 
roofing company — are mostly along 
State Highway 29. 

The constant traffic from noisy cars 
and semitrailer trucks is a sharp contrast 
to the otherwise quaint country atmo¬ 
sphere. 

The buzz of engines doesn’t really 
bother Alice Graf, 67, Route 1, Pulaski. 
She lives with her husband Art, the self- 
proclaimed mayor of Angelica, in a house 
along the highway. 

"You’re so used to it you don’t even 
hear it anymore,” she says. "Everyone 
who stays overnight says, 'How can you 
sleep here?”’ 

Angelica has changed little in the last 


I 



20 years, lifelong resident Cliff Powers, 
Route 1, Pulaski, says. He and his wife 
Janet own a 140-acre farm on Highway 
29. Pointing to the surrounding country¬ 
side, Cliff says he knows all his neighbors 
within two square miles. 

"You feel like it’s a big family in the 
sense that any time you need something, 
everybody comes together,” he says. 

He says that at one time two cheese 
factories, a "Woodman’s Hall” for large 
gatherings and dance halls were here. 

Down the road from the Powers farm, 
Angelica United Methodist Church 
looks the part of the country chapel. The 
church is impeccably neat, its 16 rows of 
pews home to shiny new hymnals. 

Only a handful of parishioners live in 
Angelica, says Graf, who is church trea¬ 
surer and coordinator of the Sunday 
school program. The rest come from Pu¬ 
laski and other nearby areas. 

Thursday night potluck suppers are a 
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The Angelica file 

□ Population: 71 

□ A real winner: A resident of 
the Cliff and Janet Powers farm 
is a real source of pride for An¬ 
gelica. One of their holsteins, 
Jan-Cliffs Royalty Astrasara, re¬ 
ceived an excellent rating from 
the Holstein-Friesian Associa¬ 
tion of America in June. The 
Powers and their cow were fea¬ 
tured in the Sire Directory put out 
by Landmark Genetics Inc. Many 
farmers buy cows that later re¬ 
ceive excellent ratings, but this 
animal was born and raised on 
the Powers farm, making the 
honor even more special, the 
family said. 

□ Out with a bang: A spot on 
State Highway 29 in Angelica 
has been the home of a fireworks 
stand run by a village of Howard 
couple for the last eight sum¬ 
mers. Chuck and Deb Decker, 
2557 Lance St., operate the stand 
from Memorial Day through July 
Fourth. The variety of fireworks 
attracts buyers passing through 
the community and plenty of 
neighborhood children, Deb 
said. Once people get inside, 
“they’re like kids in a candy 
store,” she said. 











Chapel: Alice Graf is inside An- Farm family: Cliff and Janet Pow- munity while standing near their 

gelica United Methodist Church, ers of Angelica discuss their com- home along State Highway 29. 













□ Angelica 

special attraction at the church, 
Graf says. 

"They come from all over,” she 
says. "A lot of people ask about it 
and we have great turnouts.” 

At noon a small crowd gathers 
at Jim and Della’s Midway Bar, 
Route 1, Pulaski, for lunch. Della 
Glenzer is in back frying up ham¬ 
burgers and dishing up homemade 
soups and chili. 

"It makes for a little more work, 
but that’s the way the people like 
it,” she says. 

Glenzer says she has a regular 
crowd from the area, as well as 
people who stop while passing 
through the community. The tav¬ 
ern doubles as a gift shop and can¬ 
dy store, with trinkets for sale 
alongside the pool table and 
Cracker Jack behind the bar. 

"We’ve had people stop from all 
over,” Glenzer says. "A lot of peo¬ 
ple through the years have stopped 
and become friends.” 

A gathering place for friends of a 
younger variety is the back yard of 
Rick and Yvonne Haws. Route 1, 
Pulaski. With its playhouse, swing- 
set, basketball hoops and pool, this 
little parcel is the closest thing to a 
park in Angelica. 


Five children — three of them 
the Haws’s — roughhouse in the 
pool one recent day. 

"Out here, if you don’t have any¬ 
thing for them to do you have to 
drive them all over,” Yvonne says. 
"So we decided to do this back 
here.” 

The Haws are relative newcom¬ 
ers to Angelica. They’ve only lived 
in their large two-story home for 
six years. 

The couple is watching progress 
on the Highway 29 bypass with in¬ 
terest, Yvonne says. 

"Every time they improve the 
road we lose a little more,” she 
says. "If they decide to put four 
lanes right through the middle, it 
will be gone. There will be no An¬ 
gelica. "I want it to be here a 
while.” 


■ Next week: Ellisville in 
Kewaunee County 




